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President’s Report
Hello from Alberta! Harvest is well on its well way, and
the crops are making their way into the bins. Most crops
are looking very good this year, the bushels are up in
the wheat, however, it looks like there are some disappointments in the canola acres.
Disease was everywhere this year, along with the bugs.
It seemed that for a few weeks there, there wasn‟t
enough spray planes in Canada to apply the necessary
product that was being requested to put down at that
time. That being said, most acres did get the protection
that was needed and the application process was done
safely in the end.
The bugs put a lot of pressure on operators in Central
Alberta, the „Bertha Armyworm,‟ being the most devastating of them all. However for Southern Alberta, it was
the usual fungicide bug problem that had operators concerned.
The great thing about all the work that was done
throughout the province this year was how safely everything was all done. With the drastic increase in acres
that were applied by air, one would think there would
be more incidents or accidents, but I guess all of our
work in the off-season at the annual conventions is finally paying off. Hats off and huge congratulations to
everyone for a job well done this season!
With that, I would like to remind everyone that the annual AAAA‟s conference is coming up in November in
Red Deer and I want to encourage everyone to come.
There is a lot to take in with four credit sessions taking
place; it is for the betterment for both you and the industry to attend. The feedback we get from one another
increases the safety and wellbeing of each other and our
industry.
Cheers Shaun Kinniburgh

A Note From the Office
With harvest season underway and the work season is
ending for many of our members, here at the office we
are gearing up for this year‟s AGM and Conference in
Red Deer and membership renewals.
Membership renewals will be going out on December
1, 2012. At that time can you please ensure to update
all you personal and business information for the office
to ensure our records are up to date
If you have any questions please contact AAAA office
at (780) 413-0079.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!
AAAA ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
&
CONFERENCE
NOVEMBER 5-6, 2012
RED DEER LODGE
MORE INFORMATION
INSIDE!
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Celebrating 42 Years!
2012 AAAA Conference & Annual General Meeting
November 5-6, 2012
Red Deer Lodge
4311 - 49 Avenue
Red Deer. Alberta
The Alberta Aerial Applicators
Association is proud to announce the
42nd Conference and Annual General Meeting! Our program will for
2012 will consist of several recertification credit sessions.
Registration, sponsorship and exhibitor registration forms are available
online
for
download
at
aaaa1@telusplanet.net.
Special room rates of $110.00$135.00 have been negotiated with
the Red Deer Lodge. Call 1 (800)
661-1657 or (403) 346-8841 by October 14, 2012 to receive the guaranteed room rate; be sure to mention
you are an Alberta Aerial Applicators
Association delegate!

Monday, November 5, 2012

Tuesday, November 6, 2012

8:00 – 9:00 a.m.
Registration & Coffee
Exhibitors
Foyer & Pine Lake Room

8:30 – 9:00 a.m.
Breakfast
Gull Lake Room

with

9:00 – 10:00 a.m.
Wild Rose Protective Fund
Annual General Meeting
Red Deer Room
10:00 -10:30 a.m.
Coffee with Exhibitors
Pine Lake Room
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Vivianne Servant (1 credit)
Gull Lake Room
11:30 – 12:30 p.m.
Exhibitor Presentations
Red Deer Room
12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Lunch with Exhibitors
Pine Lake
1:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Credit Session
Gull Lake Room

Specialists in
Propellers, Governors &
Components
Total Support and
Maintenance
to Turbine &
Reciprocating Aerial Aircraft

2:30 – 3:00 p.m.
Coffee with Exhibitors
Pine Lake Room
3:00 – 4:30 p.m.
AAAA Annual General Meeting
Gull Lake Room
4:30– 6:00 p.m.
Reception with Exhibitors
Pine Lake Room

1-800-773-6853
24/7 & AOG Support
www.canadianpropeller.com

6:00 -10:00 p.m.
Dinner, & Auction
Red Deer Room

9:00 – 10:00 a.m.
Lt. (N) Brookes (1 credit)
Gull Lake Room
10:00 – 10:15 a.m.
Coffee Break
Gull Lake Room
10:15 – 11:15 a.m.
Credit Session
Gull Lake Room
11:15 a.m.
Closing
Gull Lake Room

Credit Sessions will include:
Credit Session #1
Alberta Environment
(1 Credit in Environment)
Vivianne Servant
Credit Session #2
Occupational Health & Safety
Credit Session #3
Leadership & Conflict Resolution
(1 credit in Human Factors)
Lt. (N) Brookes
Credit Session #4
Albert Agriculture
More information on additional
sessions will be available at
www.albertaaerialapplicators.com as
it becomes available.
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2012 AAAA Conference & AGM Speaker Profiles
Ms. Vivianne Servant
Pesticide Certification Specialist
Vivianne Servant has been the Pesticide Certification Specialist with
Alberta Environment for 15 years.
She has a Bachelor of
Science
Degree and a Teaching Certificate
for Adult and Continuing Education
both from the University of Alberta.
She monitors and approves pesticide applicator and dispenser training, certification and recertification
programs in Alberta. She‟s been a
long time member of the National
Working Group establishing pesticide education, and certification
standards in Canada.
Previous to that, she was a pesticide
inspector and investigator with Alberta Environment for 6 years. Prior
to joining the Department of Envi-

ronment, she worked for 8 years
installing and maintaining landscapes and managing a tree farm.
Lieutenant (N) David Brookes
Bioscience Officer for the
Canadian Forces
Lt(N) David Brookes is a Canadian Forces Bioscience officer
specializing in aerospace physiology and human performance in
operational settings. He attained
his Honours Bachelor of Science
degree in Applied Bio-molecular
Science and Master‟s of Science
in Biology at Lakehead University in Thunder Bay On.
Additionally he has completed
the United States Naval Aerospace Physiology course at the
Naval Aerospace Medical Insti-

tute located in Pensacola Florida in
2010, the University of Michigan
Human Factors Short course and
the Southern California Safety Institute‟s Human Factors for accident investigators course. He has
acted as the Human Factors specialist member of the Directorate of
Flight Safety team on a number of
aircraft investigations.
Lt(N) Brookes also holds a
Transport Canada Glider flight instructor rating and is avidly involved in recreational aviation.

If you have any questions about
the conference, please contact
Shauna or Tamara at (780) 4130079
or
email
us
at
aaaa1@telusplanet.net.
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Scorching Alberta Summer
Puts Damper on Bumper Crop
By Bill Mah
Edmonton Journal, September 27,
2012
While Albertans basked in summertime heat, it was too much of a good
thing for farmers who saw a potential
bumper crop turned into a so-so
harvest.
“It looks like it‟s going to be average
or maybe slightly better than average,” said James Wright, risk analyst
with Alberta Agriculture and Rural
Development.
There were early expectations that
Alberta‟s crop yields could be 10 to
15 per cent higher than normal this
year, giving producers strong back-toback harvests. Last year, average crop
yields were 20 per cent higher than
normal.
“The yields have been a little disappointing from what people had originally thought the crop was going to
be,” Wright said.
“It looks like we‟ve had some effect
from that hot weather in July and
August. Plants tend to shut down

when it gets too warm.”
Diseases such as Astor Yellows
and hail storms also devastated
some fields across the province.
“We‟re going to set a record year
for hail. We‟re predicting we‟re
going to pay out over $350 million
in hail endorsement claims. Our
worst year before this had been just
under $200 million back in „08.”
Despite average yields, quality and
prices are good, Wright said. “This
looks like another strong year for
agriculture.”
Province wide, the overall harvest
is about 85 per cent completed.
Southern Alberta and Peace Region
farmers are nearly finished while
areas east of Edmonton around

Smoky Lake and Vermilion are
only about 70 per cent done.
Meanwhile, Saskatchewan crops
including wheat, barley and canola
were 89 per cent harvested as of
Monday, the Ministry of Agriculture said in a report on its website
Thursday. That‟s ahead of the fiveyear average of 70 per cent for this
time of year, according to the
report.
Lynn Jacobson, who farms near
Enchant, Alta., said canola yields
will likely fall below federal forecasts while grain crops are expected
to be average or just below average.
“I would say the heat has done it,”
said Jacobson, who is president of
Wild Rose Agricultural Producers.

